WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
A contents management apparatus in a computer 
for mankging the number of times contents are 
transferred between the computer and a recording and 
reproductie^n device, the contents management apparatus 
comprising : 

managem^t screen display means for displaying on 
a display section of the computer a library management 
screen of contents and a device management screen for 
managing contenta of a device; and 

contents management means for displaying the 
contents-transf eratyle number of times, which is 
predetermined for each content, on the library 
management screen, and for; displaying a number obtained 
by subtracting a predeterm^Lned number from the 
contents-transferable nvLyar of times every check-out 
when contents are transferi'ed from the library 
management screen to th4 device management screen, and 
displaying a number obtained by adding a predetermined 
number to the contents-transferable number of times 
every check-in when the contents transferred to the 
device management screen are r^eturned to the library 
management screen. 

2 . The contents management apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein the contents management means includes 
a check-out list for managing a device whose contents 



are checked out. 
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The contents management apparatus according to 
claim 2V wherein the contents management means adds a 
contentsXtransf erred device to the check-out list every 
check-out\of each content, and deletes a content s- 
5 transferring device from the check-out list every 

check-in ofXeach content. 

4 . The Vontents management apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein the check-out list includes a flag 
indicating whetMr a check-out is allowed for each 

10 content, and the Apparatus further comprises inhibit 

means for inhibiting a check-out of contents when the 
flag indicates that \the check-out is not allowed. 

5 . A contents nvanaiement apparatus in a computer 
for managing the numbeis df times contents are 

15 transferred between theViomputer and a plurality of 

recording and reproduction devices, the contents 

management apparatus comprising: 

management screen display means for displaying on 

a display section of the computer a library management 
20 screen for managing transfer of contents between the 

computer and each of the devices; and 

contents screen selection nveans for selecting a 

tag corresponding to each of the devices on the library 

management screen and displaying a\ device management 
25 screen for managing the device of the selected tag to 

the forefront. \ 

6 . The contents management apparatus according to 



cisaim 5, further comprising contents management means 
f orNdisplaying the contents-transferable number of 
times\ which is predetermined for each content, on the 
libraryXmanagement screen, and for displaying a number 
obtained \)y subtracting a predetermined number from the 
contents-tiransf erable number of times every check-out 
when conten-ts are transferred from the library 
management screen to the device management screen, and 
displaying a number obtained by adding a predetermined 
number to the coritents-transf erable number of times 
every check-in when the contents transferred to the 
device management screen are returned to the library 
management screen. \ 

7 . The contents Vianagement apparatus according to 
claim 6, wherein the coriterflss management means includes 
a check-out list for mana^gj^ a device whose contents 
are checked out. J\ J 

8. The contents management apparatus according to 
claim 7, wherein the contents management means adds a 
contents-transferred device to the check-out list every 
check-out of each content, andVieletes a contents- 
transferring device from the chefik-out list every 
check-in of each content. 

9 . The contents management ^paratus according to 
claim 7, wherein the check-out list\ includes a flag 
indicating whether a check-out is allowed for each 
content, and the apparatus further comprises inhibit 



means for inhibiting a check-out of contents when the 
flag, indicates that the check-out is not allowed. 

ro . A contents management apparatus in a computer 
for managing the number of times contents are 
transferred between the computer and a recording and 
reproduction device, the contents management apparatus 
comprisingXdisplay means for displaying on a display 
section of Ahe computer a library management screen of 
contents and \a device management screen for managing 
contents of a Nievice, 

wherein the library management screen serves to 
display the number of times contents are transferable. 

11. A contends management method in a computer for 
managing the numbeA of times contents are transferred 
between the computerX ajfid a recording and reproduction 
device, the contents rt/aiiagement method comprising the 
steps of : / '\ \ 

displaying on a 'display section of the computer 
a library management screen of contents and a device 
management screen for managing contents of a device, 
and displaying the contentsVtransf erable number of 
times, which is predetermined for each content, on 
the library management screen ;\ and 

displaying a number obtained by subtracting 
a predetermined number from the\contents-transf erable 
number of times every check-out when contents are 
transferred from the library management screen to the 
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device managemeiat screen, and displaying a number 
obtained by addiM A \predetermined number to the 
contents-transferable! number of times every check-in 
when the contents transferred to the device management 
screen are returned \o the library management screen. 



